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Abstract 

Purpose- The aim of this study was to investigate the role of tourism development in the promotion of social 
welfare in rural East Azerbaijan province. 

Design/methodology/approach- The research paper is based on analytical-explanatory technique; it was carried 
out through a survey. The research population comprises the residents of the tourist villages. Five hundred (500) 
participants were selected as the sample size based on Cochran formula. Experts confirmed the face validity of 
the questionnaire. They performed a pilot study on 60 questionnaires within the same region. The applied 
questionnaire was 0.885 to 0.894 reliable based on the obtained data using Cronbach alpha. 

Finding- Spearman’s correlation test revealed that all research variables were positively and significantly related 
to tourism except sense of safety and security as well as improvement of consumption patterns. In addition, 
results of Mann-Whitney test showed that tourism and social welfare were more associated with tourist villages 
of East Azerbaijan than that of other non-tourist villages. In addition, the results of regression analysis revealed 
that 9 variables out of 11 obtained 89% of the variations. Accordingly, the variables of quality of life, occupation, 
and future expectancy have been more effective. 

Research limitations/implications- The recommendations in this research paper can be used in different areas of 
tourism management and development of villages in this region. 
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1. Introduction 
n today’s world, planning is one of 
the main requirements in general for 
national development and = in 
particular for rural development. In 
this context, with its all aspects of 
human life, development has had 
different scales and concepts in human life 
(Hwang & Lee, 2015). In this regard, the level of 
culture upgraded the needs of human to develop 
also becomes higher. Social development has 
been one of the aspects of human developments 
from past to present (lorio & Corsale, 2010). 
Social development is one of the main aspects of 
the development process, and expresses the desire 
of the social system to achieve social welfare with 
an approach to increase quality of life and 
enhance the quality of human being (Homayon 
Poor, 2012). In a book titled “dictionary and terms 
of labor and social security”, social welfare refers 
to social improvement, improvement of people, 
families as well as that of the communities 
concerned. Accordingly, we can say that rural 
social welfare includes some measures for 
improvement of social welfare for rural 
communities in some aspects including income, 
occupation, training, capability, social 
participation etc. (Saarinen & Lenao, 2014). 
Tourism has many privileges compared with other 
socioeconomic activities. Hence, it is a panacea 
for improvement of different socioeconomic, and 
even environmental aspects of remote areas, 
regeneration stimulus, and a_ catalyst for 
settlements; it improves the conditions of social 
life of rural communities, social reconstruction, 
and social welfare of the rural communities 
(Panyik & Ratz, 2011). Hence, in majority of the 
European countries, rural tourism development is 
a potential complement and it has remarkably 
been developed in the majority of developing 
states (Wong & Kuan, 2014). 
Regarding natural and cultural capacities of the 
Iranian rural settlements, tourism may play an 
important role in the revitalization of the rural 
areas, job and income creation for local people, 
protection of natural, historical and cultural 
inheritance as well as integrated sustainable rural 
development (Mirzaee, 2009). There have been 
some threats for the rural areas in recent years 
including lack of sustainable income, high rate of 
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unemployment, migration of young people from 
rural areas to cities, job dissatisfaction, no future 
expectancy, and lack of technical and professional 
skills, low social capacity, and so on. They have 
caused low social welfare in rural areas 
(Ghadami, Gholizadeh, Ramazanzadeh, 2010). 
Structure analysis of public welfare in rural areas 
of East Azerbaijan indicates that, although there 
are multiple natural and social attractions in the 
villages of this province, the public welfare is 
unsustainable because of the undeveloped tourism 
market, and there are many socioeconomic 
problems. The effects of tourism on rural areas are 
closely dependent on _ various extensive 
socioeconomic and cultural activities. From social 
aspect, indices of social welfares are improved 
and rural communities are salvaged from 
socioeconomic seclusion or even environmental 
seclusion. So, by considering the necessity and 
importance of the issue and lack of similar 
investigations on the role of tourism and 
improvement of social welfare indices, this paper 
tends to answer the question: what effect will the 
promotion of rural tourism have on indices of 
rural social welfare in East Azerbaijan province? 


2. Research Theoretical Literature 

Social welfare refers to a combination of 
measures and strategies needed to reduce or 
eliminate issues and problems concerning 
economic growth, uncoordinated growth in 
education, health and therapy, and some 
socioeconomic phenomena such as lack of 
balanced socioeconomic development within the 
community concerned (Nicola, 2010). Normally, 
the social welfare is a condition when all people 
of the community satisfy their material and 
spiritual needs. In other words, social welfare is a 
system of services delivered by social institutions 
to serve people for better life, and to develop 
more suitable relationships for the development of 
talents, capacities, and capabilities of human 
being (Miller & Yamamori, 2007). According to 
Fitzpatrick (1999), social welfare could be 
analyzed based on perspectives such as happiness, 
security, preferences, requirements, eligibility, 
and relative comparison. Julius Gould (1977) 
wrote that welfare means happiness, it means 
easement and improvement of people’s life, 
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people earn more than that of the ordinary case, 
their income is increased, because their living 
system is improved for the defined policies by the 
central-government or private institutions (Melle, 
Friis, Hauff & Vaglum., 2014). 

Public social welfare is a necessity, and it is so 
important that majority of philosophical schools 
rely on it directly or indirectly. For instance, 
Liberalism has really understood harsh poverty 
among different communities, and has developed 
welfare states in western countries. Moreover, the 
school believes in the originality and usefulness of 
social welfare which is coming from human 
nature he needs to satisfy his needs and 
expectations effectively and enjoys social welfare 
(Nair et al., 2015). Followers of capitalism argue 
that private ownership determines the 
socioeconomic status of a community and 
capitalists use modern technology via institutions 
to improve their social welfare gradually on each 
successive day. In addition, Anarchism school 
focuses on “Pareto improvement” accordingly, 
everyone may enjoy social welfare as much as he 
or she deserves. In other words, they analyze 
social welfare based on costs and _ profits. 
Accordingly, rural social welfare is a continuous, 
dynamic, and sustainable process in social welfare 
to improve capacities and qualitative conditions of 
rural settlers through government and civil 
societies as well as responsive organizations for 
the continuous improvement of quality of life 
(Shahraki & Hamraz, 2013). 

In general, rural social welfare has a specific and 
common meaning; there are some concepts such 
as social services for rural settlers and their public 
rights. In other words, a social structure is more 
focused rather than socioeconomic and cultural 
features, including material and spiritual aspects. 
Basic material needs of the rural settlers are more 
focused, including food, clothing, job, housing, 
health, and therapy (Komppula, 2014: 368). 
Spiritual needs of rural settlers are education, 
eradication of illiteracy, lawful support of the 
Iranian nation, including human right, as well as 
all political, social, and economic rights while the 
household or family is the most important social 
institution, holiness and virtue of the family is 
dependent on the prevention of moral, social, and 
economic deviations and corruption (Ibid, 365); 
so, social welfare and rural development refer to 
disciplinary lawful social service delivery to the 
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rural settlers based on social policies to increase 
public consent by providing equal living and 
socioeconomic opportunities for the community 
concerned or the next generation of rural settlers 
(Rosenberg, 2013). In other words, social welfare 
is a combination of supportive social measures by 
relying on people’s participation and participation 
of social institutions as well as state institutions to 
satisfy human needs and to protect noble human 
dignity in rural areas which conforms to the 
definition of welfare (Shahraki & Hamraz, 2013). 
In order to examine the important concepts raised 
in the study of the welfare philosophy, we must 
note that the understanding of the welfare 
philosophy depends on efforts to promote views 
on limited welfare and beyond the senses that are 
recognized as welfare services. For this reason, 
the understanding of the philosophy of social 
welfare enables us to advance our primary senses 
in this regard. The second problem is deepening in 
the this senses; That is, there should be a clear 
understanding of the causes of welfare policies to 
understand what welfare is and what it implies. 
Such an understanding of the philosophy of 
welfare can show us how our welfare services 
work and how it affects individuals and society 
and why we need comprehensive welfare policies 
(Khandker et al, 2009). 

Tourism is rooted in movement and displacement; 
it is inseparable from human life. Thus, the 
history of tourism industry may be as long as that 
of the commencement of human activity with 
different shapes and objectives (Loureiro, 2014). 
Tourism is an old phenomenon existing in human 
communities; gradually, it has evolved based on 
social, technological, and economic conditions 
(Randelli, Romei & Tortora, 2014). 

Definition of rural tourism is not so easy; there are 
no generally accepted definitions of tourism. 
There are some different features including 
activities, situations, objectives of tourists etc; 
hence, it is difficult to accurately define tourism 
(Arrow, Dasgupta, Goulder, Mumford, & Oleson, 
2014). 

Tourism creates remarkable privileges through 
substructure and income development for rural 
areas. Local tourism facilitates growth for traders 
with little capital. In other words, rural tourism 
development is a potential solution for many 
problems in the’ rural areas _ including 
unemployment by identifying rural handcrafts, 
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and also by upgrading rural social services for 
tourists, by quality and quantity development of 
rural substructures, and by encouraging tourists to 
enter and reside more in rural areas, as well as 
creating source of income for the villagers 
(Mirzaee, 2009: 58). Thus, rural tourism 
theoreticians believe that tourism industry is a 
capable and effective tool for social growth while 
agriculture cannot satisfy financial needs of the 
rural settlers for a long-term. Tourism industry is 
a key one, and has many profits for the villagers 
including: socioeconomic growth and 
development through diversification of income 
resources and occupation; creating opportunities 
for realization of social values; increasing social 
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communications and relationships in secluded 
societies and established ones; creating 
opportunity for recurrent evaluation of heritage, 
historical symbols and signs, nature and identity, 
and facilitating public participation for detecting 
unknown talents among’ the villagers 
(Mohagheghi, Rafiei, Sajadi, Abbasian & 
Rahgozar, 2013). 

Finally, research variables on the role of tourism 
and augmentation of rural social welfare are 
presented in Table (1). Finally, according to the 
extracted indices, the theoretical framework 
model of this study is drawn up as follows (Fig 1). 
Finally, a model of theoretical investigation 
framework can be drawn as illustrated in Fig.1. 


Table1. Introduction to the research variables, role of tourism and augmentation of indices of social welfare 


Source: Research findings, 2017 


Variable Research variables 
Enjoyable rural life, satisfactory physical health, satisfactory skill level, 
Income satisfying needs without any problem, satisfactory health condition of the village, 
easily expressing their views concerning management 
Occupation Supplying food requirements, variety of food sources, importance of food 


quality, improvement in the quality of life, the use of luxury 


Sense of security 


Believing in rural participation, tendency for natural, rational, and financial 
participation, taking time for rural development, being positive in rural 
development, believing in the importance of participation in tourism attraction 


Quality of life 


Communication with gathering centers in the village, communication with other 
villagers, communication with city centers, communication with tourists, access 
to mass media, access to internet and communicating with concerned villagers 


Pattern of consumption 


Authority and power to act, creativity, risk taking, sense of value in life, positive 
influence on others 


Public participation 


Quality of housing, area of housing, sense of relief in housing, housing antiquity, 
quality of passages 


Communication development 


Believing in providing appropriate life, believing in improvement of social 
justice, believing in life security of children, believing in better social status 


Social empowerment 


Tendency for continuous learning, sensing the need for new training tools, 
satisfaction with educational places, compliance training with needs 


Quality of housing 


Enjoyable rural life, satisfactory physical health, satisfactory skill level, 
satisfying needs without any problem, satisfactory health condition of the village, 
easily expressing their views concerning management 


Expectations for the future 


Supplying food requirements, variety of food sources, importance of food 
quality, improvement in quality of life , the use of luxury 


Technical 
skills 


and professional 


Believing in rural participation, tendency for natural, rational, and financial 
participation, taking time for rural development, being positive in rural 
development, believing in the importance of participation in tourism attraction 


28 


Vol.7 Investigation of the Role of Rural Tourism Development in ... 


Income 


Occupation 


Feeling of security 


Quality of life 


f Consumption | 


i pattern 
fo Rural \ 


7 
\ 
Tourism | 


social welfare/ 5°°i@! participation 
Community | 


Development 


Social 


empowerment 


Housing quality 


Hope for the future | 
L J 


Vocational Skills | 
J 


Fig1. Theoretical framework of the investigation 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


“Tourism and social welfare” was investigated by 
Copeland in 2012 with an approach to increase 
export; he concluded that tourism development 
including rural tourism facilitates the export of 
produced materials. It will enable the rural settlers 
to achieve sustainable social and economic 
development. Also, according to the research 
findings, he observed that rural tourism is more 
successful because export materials can be used as 
promotional tools. 

In a study, Gao, Huang, and Huang (2009) 
concluded that small scale tourism support in rural 
areas iS important for social development and 
increment of social welfare. The results obtained 
revealed that analysis of tourism cost and benefit 
in rural areas is affordable, and tourism is very 
capable of eradicating poverty and socioeconomic 
injustice. 

In another study, Park, Lee, Choi & Yoon (2012) 
concluded that these rural settlements are 
intensively affected by tourism, increased number 
of tourists entering the village, and the lapse of 
time in different ways. In some rural areas, the 
effects of tourism are positive due to the increased 
rate of literacy and mutual interaction of rural 
settlers with tourists and the increase of their 
social capital by development of tourist industry; 
the second group are villages with high rate of 
tourism without effective planning and with 


negative impact due to lack of appropriate service 
delivery to the tourists concerned. 

Samian and Balali (2013) utilizing the analytic 
descriptive approach, and the iThink software to 
review the socioeconomic effects of tourism 
concluded that self-esteem, social capital, and the 
increase in communication are the most important 
effective components of rural tourism with 70% 
of total variance factor. 

Ghaffari and Torki (2009), using questionnaire in 
the socioeconomic analysis of the mentioned 
sector, concluded that increased number of 
tourists, tourism boom, and improvement of 
socioeconomic indices are significantly related. 


3. Research Methodology 

3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

East Azerbaijan province with an area of 
45637.35 km/ is located in northwest part of Iran 
and is considered as the gateway to European 
Union. Dominant language of this province is 
Azeri which is similar to Azerbaijani and Turkish. 
According to 2015 statistic, the province has 20 
cities, 60 towns, and 3076 villages, among these, 
52 villages are tourist villages. The 52 studied 
villages in this research have 187 cultural and 
natural tourist attractions. 
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Table 2. Tourist villages of East Azerbaijan Province 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


Names Name Number of tourist Names Name Number of tourist 
Of villages of county attractions Of villages of county attractions 

Ansroud Osku 4 Pirsagha Charoimagh 3 
Kandovan Osku 2 Makidi Kaleibar 4 
Asb Froushan Sarab 2 Kerdesht Jolfa 2 
Cheraghil Azarshahr 3 Aeiinelou Kaleibar 4 
Majarshin Osku 4 Douzal Jolfa 6 
Qermez Gol Azarshahr 3 Ashtabin Jolfa 4 
Badam Yar Azarshahr 3 Nojemehr Jolfa oS 
Khoshknab Bostan Abad 4 Pashtab Ahar 4 
Bloukan Mianeh 2 Astmal Varzeghan 6 
Yar Shahri Maragheh 3 Chinab Ahar 3 
Barazlou Ajabshir 3 Zonouzagh Marand S 
Rahmail Lou Ajabshir 4 Joshin Varzeghan 4 
Savar Bonab 5 Kasin Ahar 3 
Gonbad Ajabshir 3 Kandlij Marand 5 
Tootkhaneh Bonab 5 Diujan Varzeghan 3 
Chenar Mianeh 3 Eshish Abad Ahar 4 
Darband Hashtroud 3 Sahral Shabestar 3 
Alavian Maragheh 3 Sarkand Dijaj Shabestar 4 
Nova Maragheh 4 Maghsoudlo Heris 3 
Bozjigh Hashtroud 3 Esmail Kandi Heris 2 
Chekan Maragheh 3 Sarcheshmeh Sarab 5 
Varjovie Maragheh 3 Lighvan Tabriz 2 
Jamal Abad Mianeh 3 Sefideh Jan Tabriz 5 
Orasin Kaleibar 4 Agh Menar Malekan 2 
Eskan Lou Kaleibar 3 Ganbaroff Osku 4 
Ghelle Kandi Kaleibar 4 Agha Baba Varzeghan 5 


The map and geographical distribution of tourist 
villages of East Azerbaijan province is shown in 


Fig.2 


3.2. Methodology 

This research is applied and based on the nature and 
method, it is a type of descriptive-analytical and 
inferential research. The data were collected utilizing 
library, questionnaire, and interview. The instrument 
used was a questionnaire survey. In addition, the 
researchers developed a questionnaire based on the 
research questions. Face validity of the questionnaire 
was approved by panel of experts and there were 60 
questionnaires under pilot study. Using Cronbach’s 
alpha, the reliability of different parts of the research 
questionnaire was obtained as 0.885- 0.894. Statistical 
population of the study included all settlers of the tourist 
villages in East Azerbaijan province in Iran, with a total 
of 37053. Cochran’s formula was used to randomly 
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select 500 subjects. Also, 500 participants residing in 
other villages were selected. 

The selected samples and questionnaires were 
distributed in tourist and non-tourist villages 
based on the population of the village. Also, in 
selecting non-tourist villages, the proportion of 
the number of tourist villages was considered. The 
obtained data were analyzed by Spearman 
correlation coefficient, Mann —Whitney U test and 
multivariable regression. All statistical operations 
were implemented using SPSS software. Finally, 
the following research questions and hypotheses 
were tested as well: 

Main question 

Is_ there any relationship between tourism 
development and the promotion of rural social 
welfare indexes? 

Sub-questions 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the obtained income? 
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Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the rate of job satisfaction? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the sense of security? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the quality of life? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the improvement of 
consumption pattern? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the increase of social 
participation? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and rural communications 
development? 


ie) 60 90 120 


ee Kilometers 


540000 600000 


SHR? 
Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the improvement of rural social 
empowerment? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and _ rural housing quality 
enhancement? 

Is there any relationship between rural tourism 
development and the increase of future 
expectancy? 

Is there any relation between rural tourism 
development and the increase of technical and 
professional skills? 


Map Guide 
i) State Border 


~ <> County Border 
e Tourist villages 


660000 720000 780000 


. Fig.2. Geographical distribution of tourist villages of East Azerbaijan province 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


4. Research Findings 

According to the results obtained in this study, 
60.50% of respondents are men and 39.50% of the 
respondents are women. 20% of them have no 
diploma, 35% have diploma, 31% have associate 
degree or higher. Frequency distribution is 


presented in Table 3 based on findings for 
variables of social welfare. 

A percentage of 3.4% of the settlers of the studied 
villages have had very low income, 9.5% had low 
income, 3.5% had average income, 39.2% had 
high income and 12.9% had very high income. In 
other villages 15.4% have had very low income, 
20.5% had low income, 34.1% had average 


31 


( 
SRI? 


income, 19.5% had high income and 10.5% had 
very high income. Also, the results obtained from 
occupation variable show that in tourist villages, 
rate of occupation for 5.6% was very low, for 
11% it was low, for 30.3% it was average, for 
40.5% it was high, and for 12.6% it was very 
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high. The same variable showed the occupation 
rate of settlers of other villages as follows: 20.8% 
very low, 20% low, 25.2% average, 24.7% high, 
and 9.3% very high. Other variables are presented 
in details in Table 3. 


Table3. Frequency distribution and standard deviation of social welfare of tourist villages and normal villages 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


Tourism Non- Tourism 
cel 2] =|] ® | sel B] =| & z 
Variables 5 3 $ é 5 z . 5 eI 3 5 5 3 e 
a ° io) > ey a ° Oo > om) i 
&3| 3 < $| §3| 8 < s 
ns ns 
Percentage of respondents Percentage of respondents 
Income 1.03 | 12.9 | 39.2 | 35 9.5 | 3.4 | 0.97 | 10.5 | 19.5 | 34.1 | 20.5 | 15.4 
Occupation 1.04 | 12.6 | 40.5 | 30.3 | 11 5.6 | 0.91 9.3 | 24.7 | 25.2 20 20.8 
Feeling of security 1.2 19.9 | 17.3 | 22.1 | 21.5 | 19.2 | 1.02 | 19.2 | 20 21.3 19 20.5 
Quality of life 1.01 | 24.5 | 19.8 | 35.5 | 12 8.2 | 0.97 | 10.4] 11.1 | 36.5 | 20.6 | 21.4 
Consumption pattern 1.4 18.8 | 20.7 | 18.8 | 21.3 | 20.4 | 0.88 18 | 20.2 | 20.8 22 19 
Social participation 1.05 | 15.7 | 36.2} 33 | 10.5 | 4.5 | 0.97 | 11.4 | 20.5 | 33.2 | 196) 16.3 
Community Development | 0.99 | 14.6 | 38.5 | 28.3 | 12 | 6.6 | 0.91 | 10.3 | 23.7 | 27.2 19 19.8 
Social empowerment 1.02 | 19.6 | 32.5} 32 | 10.5 | 5.5 | 0.97 | 11.5 | 17.2 | 35.2 | 22.6) 13.5 
Housing quality 1.01 | 14.9 | 38.2 | 28.1} 12 | 6.7 | 0.91 | 12.3 | 21.7 | 27.2 19 19.8 
4.1. The Inferential Results villages with 1% error based on occupation, 
In this section, the Man-Whitney U test was used quality of life, social _ participation, 


to compare the difference between the research 
averages. To determine the relationship between 
research variables, Spearman correlation 
coefficient was used. Multivariate regression 
(stepwise method) has been used to determine the 
contribution of one or more independent variables 
in predicting the dependent variable. 


4.2. Results of Man-Whitney U Test 
The results show that tourist villages are 
significantly different from other non-tourist 


communication development, social capacity, 
quality of housing, future expectancy, and 
technical and professional skills. According to the 
mean ranking obtained for both groups, it can be 
expressed that variables of sense of security, and 
consumption pattern rather than other social 
welfare indices of tourist villages are higher than 
non-tourist villages (Table 4). 


Table4. Results of Man-Whitney Test on mean difference of tourist villages and non-tourist villages 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


Variables Average ae Value (P) | Value (Z) | Value(U) 
Income eae = = 0.000 2.36 12985 
Occupation ne naan 0.000 2.65 13877 
Feeling of security Saas are 0.254 -2.84 98741 
Quality of Life te ae 0.000 2.95 14258 
Consumption pattern aes oe x 0.211 Ey) 10258 
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Tabled. 
Variables Average of two independent | vate (py | Value(Z) | Value(U) 
groups 
F ee Tourism 187.58 
Social participation Mericadon 170.28 0.000 -2.45 13025 
: Tourism 199.88 
Community Development Nema 185.52 0.000 -2.72 14008 
F Tourism 201.74 
Social empowerment Newieunen 194.77 0.000 -2.54 14885 
: : Tourism 196.97 
Housing quality Neigunen 191.05 0.000 -2.42 13210 


4.3. Results of Spearman Correlation 
Coefficient 

According to the information presented in Table 
4, results of Spearman correlation coefficient 
show that variables of income, occupation, quality 


of life, social participation, communication 
development, social capacity, quality of housing, 
future expectancy, and technical and professional 
skills contain 1% positive error in the tourism 
variable (Table 5). 


Table 5. Spearman correlation coefficient for defining the relationship between tourism and strengthening social 
welfare 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


Independent variable Dependent variable Value (1) Value (p) 
Income 0.541 0.000 
Occupation 0.523 0.000 
4 Feeling of security 0.021 0.215 
Quality of life 0.635 0.000 
z Consumption pattern 0.047 0.198 
5 Social participation 0.524 0.000 
Social empowerment 0.622 0.000 
Housing quality 0.588 0.000 


4.4. Results of Multivariable Regression 

The results were obtained based on standardized 
beta coefficients of income, occupation, quality of 
life, social participation, | communication 
development, social capacity, quality of housing, 
future expectancy, and technical and professional 
skills respectively. They had the greatest share in 
dependent variable variations. Thus, all the above- 
mentioned variables were significantly related to 
social welfare, and they remained in the final 
model. 

The anticipation variables, anticipate that the 
independent variable (augmentation of social 


welfare) is R°=0.89. The coefficient indicates that 
there are other effective variables on the 
augmentation of social welfare but they have not 
been studied. The results of the analysis of 
unilateral variance showed that the regression is 
significant and there is a linear relationship 
between variables in the final step. Data analyses 
for multivariable regression are presented in 
Tables 5 and 6. To estimate the equation based on 
the obtained information and significant final 
model of multivariable regression, the table below 
can reveal the role of tourism in the augmentation 
of rural welfare indices of the region (Table 6). 


Table 6. Multistage regression coefficients for explaining the relationship between tourism and the augmentation 
of indices of social welfare 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


: Coefficient of Coefficient of 
Step Name of variable panna deeerminavion ae a determination 
R P justified 
1 Income 0.554 0.412 0.000 162.21 421 
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Table 6. 
; Coefficient of Coefficient of 
Step Name of variable pas ae determination se a. determination 
R* P justified 
2 Occupation 0.512 0397 0.000 155.84 398 
3 Feeling of security 0.019 0.011 0.251 98.41 057 
4 Quality of life 0.617 0.584 0.000 169.85 499 
5 Consumption pattern 0.038 0.021 0.242 100.54 0.098 
6 Social participation 0.518 0.489 0.000 159.42 0.415 
7 Social empowerment 0.599 0.557 0.000 163.04 0.427 
8 Housing quality 0.573 0.526 0.000 161.39 0.406 
Results of data analysis explaining the power of of rural social welfare are calculated as shown in 
tourism variables and the upgraded rate of indices Table 7 


Table 7. Coefficients of entered variables to the final regression equation for explaining the relationship between 
tourism and social welfare 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


Non standardized Standardized 
Variables Predictor coefficients coefficients t Value (P) 
variables Login Standard calculated 

f Beta (B) 

actor error 
Constant (intercept) 37.1 3.98 - 9.89 0.000 
Income(x1) 0.000 5.42 0.754 0.416 4.75 0.000 
Occupation(x2) 0.000 5.48 0.769 428 4.81 0.000 
Quality of life(x3) 0.000 6.13 0.743 0.411 4.52 0.000 
Social participation(x4) 0.000 6.19 0.697 0.408 4.41 0.000 
aes 0.000 5.85 0.709 0.409 4.45 0.000 
empowerment(xs) 
Housing quality(x6) 0.000 5.68 0.698 0.399 4.31 0.000 
Finally, the data in Figure 3 shows the results of variable ‘social welfare in villages "are more than 
beta coefficient, the contribution of the variable the other variables. 
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Fig.3. Independent variables in explaining strengthen social welfare measures 
Source: Research findings, 2017 
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Finally, map the spatial distribution of tourist 
villages is drawn from the different levels of 
social welfare .The spatial distribution of tourist 
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villages of East Azerbaijan province from the 


viewpoint of five levels of social welfare been 
drown. (Fig 4) 
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Fig.4. Districts prioritizing rural areas in terms of social welfare 
Source: Research findings, 2017 


The map above shows that the villages with 
higher level of social welfare, are located close to 
the city of Tabriz as the capital of the province; 
this might be as a result of the fact that Tabriz is 
populated which led to the entry of tourists from 
the city to the surrounding villages and served as 
source of income to the villages. Overall, 9.46% 
of villages had very high levels of social welfare, 
25.69% with high level, 38.5% with intermediate 
level, and 26.35% with low level of social 
welfare. 


5. Discussion and Conclusion 
The current study analyzes the role of tourism in 
the augmentation of indices of social welfare in 


villages. Tourism statistical analysis showed that 
tourism has had positive effects on _ the 
augmentation of indices of social welfare. 

The relationship between tourism and_ the 
augmentation of indices of social welfare was 
rejected based on 9 out of the 11 tested 
hypotheses; accordingly, calculated P of social 
welfare components and rural tourism was less 
than 0.01. On the other hand, Man-Whitney test 
results showed that the relationship between 
tourism and components of social welfare have 
been more in tourist villages than that of normal 
villages. Moreover, the regression results showed 
that 9 out of the 11 variables explained 89% of the 
changes. Also, the results showed that tourism 
development of tourist villages has been the most 
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important pillar of rural social welfare 
augmentation while new economic opportunities, 
increased tendency for advancement, spiritual 
preparation of the rural community for 
investment, and gaining more interest due to 
tourism development were secondary. 

Based on the results obtained from rural tourism 
research, increase in the rate of income, creation 
of new sources of income, and the increased rate 
of investment eradicate poverty in tourist villages. 
Accordingly, Daugstad (2011) studied different 
aspects of rural tourism observing that tourism 
industry increases the income of villagers and 
farmers and is more effective than any other 
industry. Skuras et al (2006) observed that 
tourism motivates more of the villagers to 
increase their income, thus, they can easily obtain 
income through tourism and they intend to use 
more for investment. Based on the results 
obtained from rural tourism, occupation was 
improved in tourist villages; Gill and Aref (2009) 
support the obtained conclusion. 

They investigated the role of tourism in rural job 
creation and observed that diversification of rural 
occupation reduces the stresses of natural 
disasters and financial crises of the villagers and it 
results in mental relaxation. Also, on the role of 
tourism in the improvement of quality of life, the 
results obtained were supported by Deller (2011) 
and Su (2011). Generally, rural tourism improves 
natural, social, and economic environments; it 
even improves the political status of rural areas by 
increasing quality of life. The results of the 
present investigation showed that tourism and 
social participation of villagers are related; they 
are compatible with the findings of Bao and Sun 
(2006). The study of Zhou et al (2007) confirms 
the relationship between rural tourism 
development and communication development of 
villages in this region. Also, the study of Cawley 
and Gillmor (2008) confirms the relationship 
between tourism and social capacity. The 
relationship between tourism and _ future 
expectancy are compatible with the findings of 
Latkova and Vogt (2012) while the relationship 
between tourism and technical and professional 
skills are compatible with the findings of Liu and 
Wall (2006). 

According to the results obtained in the present 
study, and for better utilization of rural tourism 
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industry to increase the social welfare of the 
villagers concerned, some suggestions are given 
as follows: 

1.There is a need to plan for new service 
delivery to increase the incomes of the 
villagers; there is a need for more investment 
by establishing cooperative companies. 

2.There is a need for extensive advertisement 
for more tourist attraction to create more jobs 
by delivering new services and products to the 
tourists which also increases rural occupation. 

3. Increasing the quality of life is associated with 
many social and economic factors. Therefore, 
improving the quality of life in the event of 
increased income, increased employment, 
reduction of social anomalies, changing the 
negative attitude, increasing the knowledge 
and skills of villagers will improve. In this 
regard, it is suggested that refusing to pay 
attention to the economic factors in the tourist 
villages and to consider all the factors. 

4.In changing the consumption pattern, a 
practical guideline should be recommended for 
saving costs and protecting the environment. 

5.Planners and managers must focus on rural 
tourism management and they must involve 
the villagers in the planning and management 
process of rural tourism. 

6. The tourists intend to have easy access to the 
tourist attractions and related services, thus, 
road transportation must be improved and 
there must be wireless mobile communication. 

7.Rural substructures must be developed for 
rural tourism attraction; knowledge and skills 
of villagers must be increased together with 
management skills because of the shortages in 
the state financial assets and the independency 
of the villagers. 

8. Increased quality of rural housing depends on 
the income of the villagers, thus, if their 
income is increased, their housing quality will 
also be increased. As a result, the managers 
must protect historical structures, improve and 
reinforce the rural buildings, and improve rural 
road transportation. 

9.The role of tourism must be focused on all 
aspects; increased income from _ tourism, 
freedom and physical health, and the need for 
training to increase their future expectancy. 
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10. Finally, improved knowledge and increased Acknowledgments: This research did not 
skills result in increased productivity and this receive any specific grant from funding agencies 
can have effective results on rural tourism and in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit 
they can improve service delivery to the sectors. 


tourists and increase quality of life. 


References 

1. Aref, F., & Gill, S. (2009). Rural tourism development through rural cooperatives. Nature and Science 
7(10), 68-73. 

2. Arrow, K. J., Dasgupta, P., Goulder, L. H., Mumford, K. J., & Oleson, K. (2012). Sustainability and 
the measurement of wealth. Environment and Development Economics, 17(03), 317-353. 

3. Bao, J., & Sun, J. (2006). A contrastive study on the difference in community participation in tourism 
between China and the West [J]. Acta Geographical Sinica, 4, 401-413. 

4. Cawley, M., & Gillmor, D. A. (2008). Integrated rural tourism: Concepts and practice. Annals of 
Tourism Research, 35(2), 316-337. 

5. Daugstad, K. (2011). Negotiating space and business in rural tourism. Centre for Rural Research 
Paper Series, 1(11), 8-19. 

6. Deller, S. (2010). Rural poverty, tourism and spatial heterogeneity. Annals of Tourism Research, 
37(1), 180-182. 


7. Fitzpatrick, T. (1999). Social policy for cyborgs. Body & Society, 5(1), 93-116. 

8. Gao, S., Huang, S., & Huang, Y. (2009). Rural tourism development in China. International Journal 
of Tourism Research, 11(5), 439-450. 

9. Ghadami, M., Ali Gholizadeh Firouzjaei, N., & Ramezanzadeh Lesboi, M. (1389/2010). Analysis of 
tourism role in changing life quality (Case study: Kelarabad, Tonekabon, Mazandaran). Seasonal of 
Social Studies, 1, 101-113. [In Persian] 

10. Ghaffari, R., & Turkey Harchkani, M. (1388/2009). Role of tourism in socioeconomic development 
of rural areas of Chahar Mahal Bakhtiari (Case study: Saman district). Rural Development, 12(2), 
113-126. [In Persian] 

11. Hwang, J., & Lee, S. (2015). The effect of the rural tourism policy on non-farm income in South 
Korea. Tourism Management, 46, 501-513. 

12. Iorio, M. & Corsale, A. (2010). Rural tourism and livelihood strategies in Romania. Journal of Rural 
Studies, 26(2), 152-162. 

13. Khandker, S. R., Barnes, D. F., & Samad, H. A. (2009). Welfare impacts of rural electrification: A 
case study from Bangladesh (World Bank Policy Research Working Paper Series). Public 
Disclosure Authorized Press, Article Id: 4859. 

14. Komppula, R. (2014). The role of individual entrepreneurs in the development of competitiveness for 
a rural tourism destination: A case study. Tourism Management, 40, 361-371. 

15. Latkova, P., & Vogt, C. A. (2012). Residents’ attitudes toward existing and future tourism 
development in rural communities. Journal of Travel Research, 51(1), 50-67. 

16. Liu, A., & Wall, G. (2006). Planning tourism employment: A developing country perspective. 
Tourism Management, 27(1), 159-170. 

17. Loureiro, S. M. C. (2014). The role of the rural tourism experience economy in place attachment and 
behavioral intentions. International Journal of Hospitality Management, 40, 1-9. 

18. Melle, I, Friis, S., Hauff, E., & Vaglum, P. (2014). Social functioning of patients with schizophrenia 
in high-income welfare societies. Psychiatric Services, 51(2), 223-228. 

19. Miller, D. E., & Yamamori, T. (2007). Global Pentecostalism: The new face of Christian social 
engagement. California: University of California Press. 

20. Mirzaee, R. (1388/2009). Effect of rural tourist development on occupation of Uramanat of 
Kermanshah. Journal of Village and Development, 4, 49-76. [In Persian] 

21. Mohagheghi, H., Rafiei, H., Sajadi, H., Abbasian, E., & Rahgozar, M. (1392/2013). Estimation of 
social welfare combined index for Iran conditions. Journal of Social Welfare, 14(52), 7-32. [In 
Persian] 


37 


38 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


[} HE Journal of Research and Rural Planning No.2/ Serial No.22 


Nair, V., Munikrishnan, U. T., Rajaratnam, S. D., & King, N. (2015). Redefining rural tourism in 
Malaysia: A conceptual perspective. Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism Research, 20(3), 314-337. 
Nicola, R. M. D. M. Z. (2010). Social policy design and assessment: The choice of an equivalence 
scale for the assessment of efficacy and efficiency on poverty reduction based on the Portuguese 
social insertion income (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of Lisboa, Portugal: Instituto 
Superior de Economiae Gestao. 

Panyik, E., Costa, C., & Ratz, T. (2011). Implementing integrated rural tourism: An event-based 
approach. Tourism Management, 32(6), 1352-1363. 

Park, D.-B., Lee, K.-W., Choi, H.-S., & Yoon, Y. (2012). Factors influencing social capital in rural 
tourism communities in South Korea. Tourism Management, 33(6), 1511-1520. 


. Randelli, F., Romei, P., & Tortora, M. (2014). An evolutionary approach to the study of rural 


tourism: The case of Tuscany. Land Use Policy, 38, 276-281. 


. Rosenberg, R. (2013). Changing the subject: How the women of Columbia shaped the way we think 


about sex and politics. Colombia: Columbia University Press. 


. Saarinen, J., & Lenao, M. (2014). Integrating tourism to rural development and planning in the 


developing world. Development Southern Africa, 31(3), 363-372. 


. Samian, M., & Balali, H. (1392/2013). Analysis of socioeconomic effects of rural tourism utilizing a 


systematic (Case Study Farajin on villages of Hamadan province). Journal of Tourism Planning and 
Development, 2(4), 159-180. [In Persian] 


. Shahraki, J., & Hamraz, S. S. (1392/2013). Surveying the output and income gap derived from 


production of organic cotton: A case study of Varamin County. International Journal of Agriculture 
and Crop Sciences, 6(18), 578-581. [In Persian] 


. Skuras, D., Petrou, A., & Clark, G. (2006). Demand for rural tourism: The effects of quality and 


information. Agricultural Economics, 35(2), 183-192. 


. Su, B. (2011). Rural tourism in China. Tourism Management, 32(6), 1438-1441. 
. Wong, W. P., & Wong, K. Y. (2014). Synergizing an ecosphere of lean for sustainable operations. 


Journal of Cleaner Production, 85, 51-66. 


. Zhou, H., Li, Y., Yang, Z., & Li, B. (2007). Effects of conservation tillage on soil aggregates in 


Huabei Plain, China. Scientia Agricultura Sinica, 40(9), 1973-1979. 


cat liway sp sdoliy 9 sida iy dle 
YY cathe bylas AVIV otal YY sls VY fly 
YYAY-¥¥9O 3 Se5g SII ghls 
http://jrrp.um.ac.ir 


YYYY-TOVF sole cbs 


pe boca| ol8, cle esls Cl I » ling, 6 Kio F drwy a wy » 
(3 pd Qld! glans! (6 Riso F claliwg) 1.59 90 Autlbo) 


V GSf wool ale Ggi gio Le - | ciladke Lo ple 


bel hes gi ply lKtib es red spy deliv 9 Lilem o9,S boll —) 
shel slaps alain ltiag ay daly Lal ds el ATs ape 


WIFE pei Fe cp phy Cer 


la! sAneg yl edveg | RAID a srpd sp ytolin 9 Lélem (sfiso -F 


IP 9D ide! FF bl yo ce hi 


pelese! ob, class lH) » cyl az pling, 6 Sto,F 
wus (9) .T 

— dmogi pl Lhd jl 9 clarwsi due bed i! gad oI 
Cl» leosle 9155 Or” wll Sirod A &33 5 po) 5 giles 3 
ody iclye 5 ol ULukS Syyo2 99 & « Bnhos SVG ce) cee 
Gree Arla 9 dol Shrre (9) 0 odleinl oyge Ip cal 
Cas] oo 

jJ oolitel Lg CSF Sygo align %+ clad L yl anole 
Gelod alighey bee clagtsy abl Wl Chis 5 cfs Joes' 
ANS fold (sangis cyl gylel drole aol Caso ay /AVF JI /AAO 
lel 59 GBS Gleb ST ll aw ygi claliug, 59 OSL ol,il 
lS Jo 38 5 cola L oul ody a YY- oY leo> aS Cul 
ods GLE! digo par Glgic 4 cole dolai (59) 4 p02) O-> 
Ay Laliwg, ple GaiSTbs 5} a Oe + 55 Grly fel eles aly col 
5 2 jo oly On~P9p on! wos! ods obesl Jes Anol> ole 
(Kio Culpd 3! aac, jf) orelcuoa Gleb! bles 
Dg epte Se Ose Ty) 9 tay Oe Gb Osi! Game! 
Cow! oS cola! SPSS darrro 

Geiod cleash .¥ 


9 srensge Glolwg, oe AF apo ge GLY 5 Cag GO Ope j! BS 
CS be FH, CaS fl! wel 45) cole clans, 


bane on Ke 

do dio .| 

daw9 9 MT job 4 clo dewgi Cle Gprdeby sar! cls 59 

Cal 39 99) ee las & hel Sby9 po 5 uae! jpba lng, 

g> Aeageg phy Fay jLEN jf 9S ole! coled b devegs ge le 
Ae yb LIS! Eyl 9 Cul 009 Tyke Solace coggde 9 white 

YL js dees oly Gh Gj che td, 5 YL Kies che 
Ang ATU ASST 5) dy Las de deal ole! iI SG aS cul 408, 
pelted palnculid lll dualie ys pee tae al ela 
Slr Sal cs ole 4 ol ob Gl che wolal 

pees Say E> g clio! colaidl Ulises CAL con pb 
Lol Figen yg SUIS 9 She srt S yore coslidlgs >l95 59 
9 GILL she bog, aelgr 505} celeiel Ll onimo ogy» 
cartes 49 elec | lB, cogee claw sores 9 gelote! carugi 

eeliliasing land: pe tlic STS y nls AA Nas en cooly, dlagg 
leas eal calles gil oleh 3h cat els) Slade Ste 
as 4: ding, cpl yo GL 9 eb ore cladle opm 
cel 99 oy Cage chew joe gl CSOoF jb ds YS 
Gori Golaisl g cloiel GUKivo ed joie 9 og MOLL Lng, 
Seas ay nay gal Seal soap gal gal alatings eS alas 
dawg AF cowl AT Sygeo lol fle cal 4 esF aul 


Email: a.majnoony@ gmail.com :_Jgimse Saiuu93 .* 


Shhl? 
W 
BI Fe henge) Gleling, 59 elidel old, claaalge 9 6 Sto 5 
awl ody (gole Glaling, 
(oS) CS JA wold Claprio Gales als wll, 
Cee ccltel crrcil lblsj! aang «cliol CS,Lin 
GyRboF prio L 6188 ,> 4 es CRS lye 5 oss 4s Qual scene 
Oped lo ilgeeee (V1) sbsto cbhash als b a 
259 Oe pe CKO T pagh i! fob els ~Lly 
By] colaatal, b aS Cul ots oo St0,F Baw celating, 59 Jlaxal 
Spee CBT SIT 490 49 OJfo cilgrraw (T° 9) LS 5 
GUI 9 CF GAB CAie} 9 Gainer 9 FU) OAS 
MIP 9 gd leash b Hash, cal Gleash 55 585 Cot 
roles abl, » lo slgroe (Y*\+) 55995 9 S asl (Y¥*\\) 
SP9 pe Obiling, clotel OS jbis are; 59 CG Ko F dawg’ 
po ated antl (slyseam (16°F) gle 9 gh load, guts b pol 
Glass boty) a seal g pling, 6 SSO F Gy Sires abl, 
9 cP GRO yo b GK F Kinrer dives 99 9 (VN) O55 
Loy) _Stmmnod (YF) le 9 gal cclaazil, bs cclad > 
geblatel old, «,celetel dag? ipaltagy cojStas teflgaals 
lal ied bealys 


wus] 


Journal of Research and Rural Planning 


No.2/ Serial No.22 


Ay deel ome CaS « ccleatol crroilel bls | dewei «clotol 
Wali ys gels dia BS pelt. at el gag aaa 
BB9 50 LES Cpe rel Kpo® Ce pd GL o,fo d9>5 LAS aoyo 
CS he 4 F5) COAST JELE! elo cla pito Gu abel, a5 
Ay deel eG Samo Cb S « cclatel crroilel bls! dewei «clatol 
V caw yo CSOT pte b clad > 9 gb CRO Mee 9 oth! 
(Ge ypprio cold aS a aogi LIN cul ons Coie be a0 
Joe oo Gable stn elidel ob) b Glo cee LL! chlo S58 
AX spate clapdta Gol dnoye GLAs ult aileasle, 3b (aby 
ob, Cugi) ely patio Grille Gljee jf (R? =+/A8) ao, 
iS Gill Sl Sly gist Linge ahaa guaiien y (alate 
eloral old, clayasls Cosi ole yo pb GS Glepdte 
isl ES cass bli dalle ou dS lids JS ST adie, 
ably 9 ogy) O92 odes je ABS whyly bd els 
B9 60 SLES ls plF jo | eye Ge be 

Cr at 0 

SH ging, CRHOT 25 oyp Chdoe Crt po ARyghilee 
OL yo oyfo eletel olb, clapasls Cyndy ogg: 59 lores 
ality elated by Uta gas Vin agra aa 
CRF Csi 9 CSF oe Kiara a5 gba: oro 5 
g dey SUSI 4 905) 2 p92 Ano 8 0d5L 5) ano 8 4 jo elatel old, 
9 elec old, claadlge Gn odd drole P oljre bls! Gn! 9 
jh eolo Gls 1, +/+) Gl eS Colones claw gling, 6 Kio f 


on bls! 5 slo Gls 5 Seg Oe O90j] BE oo Gb 


als, clayasls CLG! 2 pling, 6 Sto F deed EB ey CITAY) Dll 9 € EU gs Spine og cilegls rele! 
VO WON oayltaigs cotiydeliy gq stage dle 5,8 abouls al gttal 2 Sd0 PF wlaltng, ged jaa tallies) oleae 
http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v514.63309 


40 


